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Plane crash believed to have killed 
Prigozhin seen as Kremlin’s revenge

MOSCOW: Russian mercenary 
chief Yevgeny Prigozhin and 
some of his top lieutenants were 
presumed dead in a plane crash 
— widely seen Thursday as an 
assassination to avenge a mutiny 
that challenged President Vladi-
mir Putin’s authority. 

The founder of the Wag-
ner military company and six 
other passengers were on a pri-
vate jet that crashed Wednes-
day, soon after taking off 
from Moscow with a crew of three, 
according to Russia’s civil aviation 
authority. Rescuers found 10 bod-
ies, and Russian media cited anon-
ymous sources in Wagner who 

said Prigozhin was dead. But there 
has been no official confirmation.

At Wagner’s headquarters in 
St. Petersburg, lights were turned 
on in the shape of a large cross, 
and Prigozhin supporters built 

a makeshift memorial,   Russian 
state media also have not covered 
it extensively, instead focusing on 
the summit and Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine. 

Police, meanwhile, cordoned 
off the field where the plane went 
down in Kuzhenkino, about 300 
kilometers northwest of Moscow, 
as investigators studied its wreck-

age.  Vehicles took away the bod-
ies.  Several Russian social media 
channels reported that the bodies 
were burned or disfigured beyond 
recognition and would need to be 
identified by DNA. 

The reports were picked up by 
independent Russian media, but 
the Associated Press was not able 
to independently confirm them. 

Prigozhin support-
ers claimed on pro-Wagner 
messaging app channels that 
the plane was deliberately 
downed, including suggesting 
it could have been hit by an air 
defense missile or targeted by a 
bomb on board.  AGENCIES

Russian mercenary chief Yevgeny 
Prigozhin 
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OVER MUTINY THAT CHALLENGED PUTIN’S AUTHORITY IN RUSSIA

ATLANTA: Donald Trump is set 
to surrender Thursday to author-
ities in Georgia on charges that 
he schemed to overturn the 2020 
election in that state, a booking 
process expected to yield a his-
toric first: a mug shot of a former 
American president.

Trump’s arrival follows a 
presidential debate featuring 
his leading rivals for the 2024 
Republican nomination, a con-
test in which he remains the 
leading candidate despite accel-
erating legal troubles.  

His presence in the 
state, though likely brief, is 
expected to swipe the spot-
light at least temporarily 
from his opponents in the 
aftermath of a debate in which 
other candidates sought to seize 
on his absence to elevate their 
own presidential prospects. The 
Fulton County prosecution is 
the fourth criminal case against 
Trump since March. AGENCIES

Trump set 
to surrender 
in Georgia 

over election 
chargesLONDON:  Hospital care 

across England largely came 
to a standstill on Thursday as 
senior doctors launch another 
48-hour strike amid an ongo-
ing pay dispute between med-
ics and the British government.

Thousands of hospital 
doctors say they will only 
provide emergency care, and 
the National Health Service 
warned patients to expect 
major disruption during the 
two-day strike.

Thursday’s action is the lat-
est in a series of strikes staged 
by doctors, nurses and other 
clinical staff in recent months 
and part of a wave of disrup-
tive industrial action by public 
sector workers to demand bet-
ter pay amid the UK’s cost-of-
living crisis.

Julian Hartley, chief execu-
tive of NHS Providers, said the 
latest walkouts are a “massive 
headache” for the public health 
service because they are timed 
just before the late August 
three-day public holiday week-

end, when demand at hospi-
tal emergency departments is 
typically higher. That means 
many services will in effect be 
out of action for five days. The 
Conservative government has 
insisted that talks on pay are 
over after it said senior doctors 
would receive a 6% pay rise. 
Health Secretary Steve Barclay 
said the average annual earn-
ings for senior doctors amount 
to 134,000 pounds (169,500) 
on top of a generous pension.

The British Medical Asso-
ciation, the doctors’ union, 
slammed the increase as 
“insulting” and said doctors 
have experienced a 35% pay 
erosion in real terms over 
the past 14 years.  “We would 
much rather be inside the hos-
pital seeing our patients. But 
we cannot sit by and watch 
passively as we are persis-
tently devalued, undermined 
and forced to watch colleagues 
leave much to the detriment of 
the NHS and patients,” said Dr 
Vishal Sharma.  AGENCIES

Thousands of senior 
doctors strike again in 

UK over pay dispute

COPENHAGEN: NATO-mem-
ber Norway will donate F-16 
fighter jets to Ukraine, whose 
forces are embroiled in a difficult 
counteroffensive against Russia, 
Norwegian media said Thursday. 
The reports came as Norwegian 
Prime Minister Jonas Gahr St re 
was visiting Kyiv.

There was no official confir-
mation of the plan, which was 
reported by Norwegian broad-
casters NRK and TV2.  AGENCIES
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jets to Ukraine

JOHANNESBURG: BRICS 
leaders on Thursday urged 
the international community 
to support countries working 
towards post pandemic eco-
nomic recovery and address 
the high debt levels in some 
nations.

At the end of the BRICS 
Summit in South African cap-
ital, the grouping released 
the Johannesburg II Declara-
tion that stressed on G20 -- a 
larger grouping of world's big-
gest economies -- playing the 
role of the premier multilat-
eral forum to seek solutions to 
global challenges.

The leaders stressed on 
the importance of encourag-

ing the use of local curren-
cies in international trade and 
financial transactions, and 
sought strengthening of cor-
respondent banking networks 
between the BRICS countries 
and enabling settlements in the 
local currencies.

They tasked finance min-
isters and central bank gov-
ernors to consider the issue 
of local currencies, payment 
instruments and platforms.

"We recognise the impor-
tant role of BRICS countries 
working together to deal with 
risks and challenges to the 
world economy in achieving 
global recovery and sustain-
able development," it said.

Recognising that BRICS 
countries produce one-third 
of the world's food, the leaders 
reaffirmed the commitment to 
strengthen agricultural coop-
eration and promote sustain-
able agriculture and rural 
development for enhancing 
food security.

The leaders were in favour 
of encouraging further cooper-
ation among BRICS countries 
to enhance the inter-connec-
tivity of supply chains and pay-
ment systems to promote trade 
and investment flows.

They reiterated commit-
ment to strengthening the 
BRICS Contingent Reserve 
Arrangement (CRA).  AGENCIES

BRICS leaders in S Africa calls 
for countries to work together 

ON POST PANDEMIC ECONOMIC RECOVERY

South African President Cyril Ramaphosa (centre) delivers the XV BRICS summit declaration AP/PTI

OKUMA: The operator 
of the tsunami-wrecked 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant says it has 
begun releasing its first 
batch of treated radioac-
tive water into the Pacific 
Ocean. 

In a live video from a 
control room at the plant 
Thursday, Tokyo Electric 
Power Company Hold-
ings showed a staff mem-
ber turn on a seawater 
pump, marking the begin-
ning of the controversial 

project that is expected to 
last for decades.

“Seawater pump A acti-
vated,” the main operator 
said, confirming the release 
was underway.

Japanese fisher groups 
have opposed the plan out 
of worry of further dam-
age to the reputation of their 
seafood. 

Groups in China and 
South Korea have also 
raised concern, making it 
a political and diplomatic 
issue.  AGENCIES

Fukushima N-plant begins 
releasing treated water 

President Putin breaks silence
MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin has broken his silence 
on the plane crash that killed top leaders of the Wagner mercenary 
group.

Putin expressed condolences for those who were aboard the jet, 
including mercenary chief Yevgeny Prigozhin. He made the remarks 
while speaking with the Russian-installed leader of Ukraine’s par-
tially occupied Donetsk region, Denis Pushilin, in a televised inter-
view.  AGENCIES

Maharashtra Jeevan PradhikaranDivision 
Yavatmal 

e-Tender Notice No. 07 for 2023-2024 
MJP invites e-Tender notice for the work of 
M & R to Yavatmal Water Supply Scheme 
Tq.&Dist. Yavatmal DARDA NAGAR MBR 
Zone No.2 in the State of  Maharashtra Valued 
at Rs. 1,13,12,848/- The e-Tender details are 
available on  www.mahatenders.gov.in form 
dated. 25.08.2023 . 
All relevant dates will be as per the tender pub-
lished in web portal  www.mahatenders.gov.in 

(P.A.Vyawahare) 
Executive Engineer 
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